The MyDSL Package System
Submitted by clivesay from the DSL forums

The MyDSL system is a package management system developed specifically
for DSL. Members of the user community have developed many software
packages that are geared specifically to work with DSL via a 'click & load'
method. This package management system was designed for the liveCD or
Frugal install DSL users. if you use this method with a regular hard drive
install you are doing so at your own risk. Some of these packages may break
your system. If you have a regular hard drive install it is recommended you
use the standard debian apt repositories to install your software. These
packages can be found in the repositories that are linked on the DSL main

page.
There you will find two links:

1. Browse the MyDSL repository - This contains software packages that

have been tested by the user community and
have been determined safe to install into your
DSL system.

2. Repository Testing area - These are newly submitted packages by DSL
users. They are considered experimental and need
testing and feedback from the community before

being moved into the regular repository.

In this howto we will illustrate the following:

1. How to install a package via the MyDSL desktop icon.
2. How to install a package manually using wget and EmelFM



USING THE MyDSL DESKTOP ICON
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Double click on the MyDSL icon located on you desktop to bring up the
MyDSL package management graphical user interface.
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The DS Download Extension Panel gives you software catagories to choose
from. For this example, click on the Games catagory to choose an application.



il ahuse.dslinfo
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|l acm.dslinfo
a_steroid.dslinfo
barrage.dslinfo
blastinfo
briguolo.info
cgoban.dslinfo
chromium.dslinfo
| circuslinux.dslinfo
doom.dslinfo
dossizola.dsl.info
dsl-cube.info
dsl-¥jig.dsl.info
ehoard.dslinfo
enrapture.info
falling tower.info
freeciv.dslinfo
freecraft.dslinfo
frozen-hubhble.dslinfo
gocompris-1.2.1-2.dslinfo
gocomprisé.dslinfo
hexzagon.inio

intellivision_gamepak.dsl.info
linvaders.info

You now have a list of all the applications that are available under the Games
catagory of the repository. Asyou can see, each file ends with the

extension .info. These files are actually text files which contain information
about the version and author of the application as well as important
information about other software that may need to be installed for this
game to run successfully in DSL. For this example, let's install the
circudinux.dsl game. Click on the circudinux.dsl.info file to view the details.



circuslinu=dsl.info

dl Title: circuslinux.dsl
& Description;  Circus Linux - Balloon Popping
gl "/ ersion: 1.0.3
ekl A Uthor, Bill K.endrick
Driginal—site: http:ffweew newbreedsoftware.comicircus-linux
| Copying-policy: GPL
==[ Color=red Filesize; 1.7M ]==
| Extension by livesay2000[at]yahoo[dot]com
1l Comments:  Includes mydsl-menu option
Circus Linux! - Clowns Popping Balloons Game!
Change-log:
07/09/2004 - First version
¢l Current: 07/19/2004 - Rebuilt for cross-compat

Cancel | annlnad1

Here we can see all the info about this package. It isimportant to always
look in the "Comments" section to see if there are any other software
packages that need to be installed for circuslinux to work. In this case,
there are no other packages needed.

Now we are ready to install this game. Click on the Download button to start
the download and installation process.



Diownload circuslinu=.dsl from games

Tao Dir: {/tmp

Cancel |QDwHMad|

Here you are asked what directory you want the application to be
dowloaded into before it isinstalled on your system. The file will be placed
in the selected directory and will be checked against the md5sum number
to ensure that the download was not corrupted. If you receive a bad file, a
checksum error will appear. You will need to try and download the package
again. It is usually desirable to go ahead and use the default /tmp directory.
Click the Download button.
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You will see a wget progress bar that will show you the status of the
download. If the process bar disappears after it reaches 100% then your
package should be installed and ready to use! If there was a problem, you
will see the checksum popup box as mentioned earlier.

Lets go back to the desktop and bring up the system menu to see if our new
application is ready to go. You may not have an entry in the menu if you
installed a System application that does not need a startup menu item.
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Here we see our new game in the myDSL menu entry.
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Great!!

Now let's look at installing an application without the MyDSL icon. You
would use this if you wanted to try out an application in the Testing area.



USING WGET AND EMELFM FOR THE TESTING REPOSITORY

As mentioned before, some experimental applications are located in the
testing repository. They are not located in the MyDSL icon system so we
will need to install them manually. For this example, we will use Dillo to get
the MyDSL application. You can use Firefox for the downloading if you like.
We will use Dillo and wget for this example since many people may not have
machines that run Firefox effectively.

Click on the Testing Area link on the main DSL website.
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Browse The myDSL repository. - Or The Testing Area.
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Here are the list of applications in the testing area. There are no catagories.
Evertyhing is listed by the date submitted. For this example we will grab the
endeavour2.dsl package.



Right click on the endeavour.dsl file to bring up the dillo menu. We will want
to choose the option "Copy Link location".

NOTE:
The "Save Link As" option is also usable. Sometimes that option will cause
problems with the download so we will stick with the wget method.

Now you want to open the desktop menu and choose "XShells -> Root
Access". This will bring up a root exterm window. At the prompt, type in
wget and then a space. After the space, either click on your center button,
scrollwheel or both buttons at once (if you have a two button mouse). This is
the way you paste in Linux. You screen should look like the following:

rootBho ™4 wget ht. !
testing/endeavour?, dz 1]

If this is what you have, hit the enter key to start the download of the file.
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When the progress bar reaches 100% you will see the root prompt. At that
point you can close the xterm window.

Now open up the Emelfm filemanager from the desktop icon or the menu.



atrielfin

Welcome to emelFM - Yersion 09.2

Bookmarks  Filters myost |} Bookmarks  Filters

s Hl ramisk/momedtis| & i |Hl/ 155
Filename | size Modifie Filename Size Modifie |
o | | —2][ 1024 byles  Apr 21
GhLstep/ G0 bytes  Apr 21 Move KNOPPIX/ 4036 bytes  Apr 12
MyD3Lhowta.doc 86969 Kbytes Apr 21 Corom/ 2046 hytes  Apr 12
endeayourz sl 467 Moytes  Apr 21 Rename e/ 0.00 Khytes  &pr 21
filetonl.Ist 130 bytes Feb 2 e/ 072 hytes — Apr 21
ss1.png o042 Khytes  Apr 21[ | | Create PDE {1 | it/ 1024 bytes — &pr 21
$510.png 2544 hytes  Apr 21 _ proc/ 0 fytes Anr 21
311.png 2083bytes  Apr 21| (L S¥mURK {1 st 200bytes  Apr 21
$52.png 2096 bytes — Apr 21 - oot 1024 bytes — &pr 21
ssd.if 2024 bytes — Apr 21 sysf 1024 bytes — Jan 12
$5d. e 2040 Khytes - Apr 21 MKDit hin/ 12hyvtes  Apr 21
ssd oy 2045 Khytes  Apr 21 hoot/ 1ibytes  Apr 21
$53.0ni G639 bytes  Apr 21 File Info homey 13 hytes Anr 2118
554, 10.80 Khytes  Apr 21 I by 12hyvtes  Apr 21
$50.png 1373 bytes  Apr 21 Refresh optf 12hytes Apr 21
35600t BE00 bvtes A 210/ shir 13bvtes Ao 218
H T I Configure r"|‘1 I .
Type 'keys' to print a list of the current keyhoard shorteuts

ﬂdsl@box $|

1 0f 19 files selected

Aol

You should now see the endeavour.dsl file in your /home/dsl directory.

To install the file, you simply click on it to highlight and then press the
myDSL button at the top of the emelfm button panel. This will install the
application so it is ready to use. Check for the menu entry as in our other

example.

| hope you found this howto helpful.



