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“one-stop-shop computational solution 
-- from desktop to the cloud -- 

for biologists and bioinformaticians alike”

 Free, open source operating system

 Based on Linux (Ubuntu LTS) (64-bit)

 Free and Open Source

 8 years  +  6 major releases

 143 packages, >500 bioinformatics tools

A Bioinformatics Workstation



http://nebc.nerc.ac.uk/tools/bio-linux

Community Outreach

 Free Download, USB Sticks

 Mailing lists (Announce, Developers, Users)

 Helpdesk for User Support: helpdesk@nebc.ac.uk

 Teaching: “Introduction to Bio-Linux” 

 Website – e.g. Code Catalogue 
http://nebc.nerc.ac.uk/tools/code-corner
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Usage Figures

 >2500 registered ISO downloads (so far)

 150 active people on discussion list (so far)

>5000 distinct IP hits on package repository (last 
month)

 1200 page views (last month)
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FUTURE of 
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 From “a Bioinformatics Workstation” to 
“a Computational Biology Workstation”

Compile software bundles from Expert Groups
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Community Project: CloudBioLinux

http://cloudbiolinux.org
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New methods for coping with “Big Data”

• Use Case: InterPro (a tool set as well as a major reference 
database)

Project Partner, EBI

• ‘getData’ system for packaging reference with 
associated tools

Project Partner, Steffen Moeller (Lubeck Uni) & Dr. Charles 
Plessy (RIKEN, Japan)

• How to secure data in a local cloud context 

Industrial Collaborator, Recombinant Data
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Basic Galaxy Architecture
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